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There seems to be a moderate degree of direct correlation between these two 
series, but it must be remembered that the figures are comparisons with the 
corresponding month in the previous year, and are consequently not a sensitive 
measure of changes from month to month. 

As monthly changes in size of stocks are available, it is possible to construct 
an index of stocks for the entire period on a fixed base. In Table II this index of 
stocks is compared with the ratio of outstanding orders to purchases in the 
previous calendar year (it should be noted that the base of this second series 
changes in January, 1921): 

TABLE II 
COMPARISON OF STOCKS WITH OUTSTANDING ORDERS 



Close of 



Value of stocks 
(July, 1920=100) 



Ratio of outstanding 
orders to purchases in 
previous calendar year 



1920 
August. . . 
September 
October . . 
November 
December , 

1921 
January. . 
February . 
March . . . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August. . . 



107.8 
116.0 
117.1 
111.2 
87.0 

80.6 
84.7 
90.4 
92.1 
89.9 
86.0 
84.4 
90.0 



15.9 

11.9 

7.1 

5.5 
5.1 

7.0 
8.1 
6.2 
6.0 
5.5 
6.4 
8.4 
8.3 



These figures indicate that orders tend to increase when stocks are declining, 
and to decrease when stocks are accumulating, but the data are insufficient to 
furnish definite conclusions concerning the average lag of this inverse correlation. 

In conclusion it should be stated that national indices of retail trade are as yet 
in only a preliminary form. As soon as data are available from all sections of the 
country in dollar amounts instead of percentages, it will be possible to construct 
series of relatives with a uniform base period which will warrant a more ex- 
tended analysis. 

Lawrence B. Mann 



PROGRESS OF FOURTEENTH CENSUS WORK 
Probably few persons other than those connected with the census realize the 
magnitude of the undertaking and the difficulties of carrying it to completion 
within the period prescribed by law. It involves the printing and distribution of 
25,000,000 schedules of questions; the organization and supervision of a force of 
over 90,000 enumerators and special agents employed to make a house-to-house 
canvass of the entire United States — including all the outlying possessions except 
the Philippines and the Virgin Islands — and to fill out schedules for 107,500,000 
people, 6,500,000 farms, 450,000 manufacturing establishments, and 22,000 
mining and quarrying enterprises; the examination, checking, and editing of the 
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schedules when received; the punching of 300,000,000 tabulation cards; the 
running of the equivalent of over 2,500,000,000 cards through electrical sorting 
and tabulating machines; the computation of about half a million percentages, 
averages, and other ratios; the preparation of elaborate manuscript tables; and, 
finally, the printing and publication of 11 quarto volumes of about a thousand 
pages each. Despite the size and complexity of the undertaking, and despite the 
unusual obstacles which impeded the enumeration and delayed the commence- 
ment of the tabulation, the stage of progress now reached is such as to afford a 
substantial basis for the hope and expectation that the Fourteenth Decennial 
Census work will be completed within the three-year period prescribed by law — 
ending June 30, 1922 — at least to the extent of having the manuscript for the 
last of the reports in the hands of the printer before the close of the period. The 
field work and the checking and editing of the schedules, the card punching, and 
the machine sorting and tabulating have already been completed. 

For the first time in the history of the census the agricultural and manufactures 
data are being completely tabulated by punch cards and electrical tabulating 
machines. The machinery employed differs essentially from that used on the 
population work, however. In one case it is necessary to count units, and in the 
other to add numbers. Therefore, the machines used for the population census 
are essentially unit-counting machines, while most of those for the agricultural 
and manufactures work are integrating machines. In the agricultural work 
17 sets of punch cards are used, and in the manufactures work 12 sets. 

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED OB SOON TO BE ISSUED 

Volume I — Number and Distribution of Inhabitants. — This volume, which was 
issued August 30, 1921, represents a radical departure from the plan of publica- 
tion of the Thirteenth Census results. It presents all the census statistics as to 
total population — that is, population not classified as to sex, age, color, etc. — 
giving the population of each state and of its counties, cities, townships, and 
other minor civil divisions. The population of cities having more than 5,000 
inhabitants is also shown by wards in all cases where the enumerators' returns 
make this possible. 

The bulk of the volume is made up of six detailed tables giving the population 
of counties, incorporated places, and other minor civil divisions. The urban 
and rural population of counties is shown separately. The final table gives the 
population, by minor civil divisions, of the several outlying possessions covered 
by the census. Preceding the detailed tables is a summary section consisting of 
48 summary tables, explanatory text, and maps and diagrams. 

Thus this volume presents all the Fourteenth Census population statistics in 
which the great majority of users of census figures are interested; and it has been 
published at a much earlier date, relatively to the date of the enumeration, 
than any of the Thirteenth Census volumes. 

Volume III — Composition and Characteristics of the Population, by States. — 
This volume will consist in the main of the material contained in the several 
state bulletins on composition and characteristics of the population, and will 
correspond, as far as the composition and characteristics statistics are concerned, 
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to Volumes II and III of the Thirteenth Census reports. Those volumes, how- 
ever, also contained statistics on number and distribution of inhabitants, cor- 
responding in a measure to those presented in Volume I of the Fourteenth Census 
reports. In addition, Volume III will include a section giving figures for the 
United States as a whole, in which the plan of presentation of the statistics will be 
similar in general outline to that followed in the various state sections. This 
United States section, which will also be published as a separate bulletin, will pre- 
sent all the composition and characteristics statistics desired by most persons who 
make use of this class of statistics. No such section appeared in the corresponding 
volumes of the Thirteenth Census reports. The issuance of state bulletins on 
composition and characteristics of the population was completed November 17, 
1921; and Volume III is now in process of printing. 

Volume VI — Agriculture: Reports for States with Statistics for Counties. — This 
volume will correspond to Volumes VI and VII of the Thirteenth Census reports, 
and will be issued in three parts, one presenting statistics for the North, one 
for the South, and one for the West. In addition to the state sections, each 
identical with the corresponding state bulletin, Volume VI — like Volume III, for 
population — will contain a section relating to the United States as a whole. 
No such section appeared in the corresponding volumes of the Thirteenth Census 
reports. The manuscript for this volume is now in the hands of the printer. 
Volume VII — Irrigation and Drainage: General Report and Analytical Tables, 
and Reports for States, with Statistics for Counties. — This volume, as its title indi- 
cates, will consist in part of a general report, covering all sections of the country 
in which irrigation and drainage enterprises are in operation, and in part of a 
set of reports for individual states, these state reports being identical with the cor- 
responding state bulletins. Volume VII is now in process of printing. 

Press Summaries. — At the Fourteenth Census the Bureau has published its 
detailed statistics — those pertaining to race, age, illiteracy, nativity, occupational 
classes, farm acreage, crops, wage earners in manufacturing establishments, 
value of manufactured products, etc. — in the form of press announcements to a 
greater extent than has been done heretofore, the purpose being to make public 
all the census statistics at the earliest possible date. First, press summaries 
pertaining to certain subjects for individual cities are issued — for example, 
illiteracy in Chicago, school attendance in Philadelphia, and age distribution in 
Richmond. As soon as the statistics pertaining to a particular subject for an 
entire state have been compiled, a state summary is issued; and when the com- 
pilation is completed for the entire United States, a final summary for the coun- 
try as a whole is made public. In this way not only the basic census results but 
also the detailed statistics are being made public through the medium of the 
press in the localities to which they relate. 



SHOULD THE UNDERGRADUATE BE TRAINED IN ELEMENTARY 

STATISTICAL METHODS? 

Industrial history has been introduced into the high school. Elementary 

economics is now being taught to sophomores in college. Professional training 

begins during the last two years of the undergraduate course. The student is 



